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captivity he had succeeded in establishing rela-
tions, by correspondence, with the editors of various-
provincial newspapers in northern and eastern
France, with the result that several of these had
opened their columns to his writings. The spread
of this propaganda and the intimacy which he was
establishing with the republican leaders - coupled
with the needs of his health for a charge of en-
vironment - convinced him that the time had
come for escape.

His father, the ex-King Louis, who was seriously
ill, had written to Louis Philippe asking that his
son might be allowed to visit him before he died.
This had been refused, whereupon Louis Napoleon
himself sent to the French King a pledge that, if
he were permitted to see his dying father, he
would give his parole to return to Ham after the
old man's death. Louis Philippe's refusal of this
plea reacted greatly in favour of the prince's
popularity.

He now determined to break out of prison.
Apart from the difficulties of avoiding detection
of the necessary preparations, and of evading the
vigilance of the garrison, of whom never less than
sixty were on duty, there was a further serious
obstacle in the lack of funds. To his credit it
must be said that the prince had impoverished
himself by indemnifying and pensioning those who
had suffered by reason of their adherence to his